THE ROMAN WALL AND
HEXHAM

Of all the evidences of Roman imperial power in Britain
none is more impressive than the Wall from the Tyne to
the Solway. For while the villas and cities of southern Britain
reveal the civilisation of Rome, the Wall shows the means by
which that civilisation was maintained. The Wall with its
c vallum', its forts, mile castles, military roads and bridges was
part of the frontier system of Rome by which the Pax Romana
was preserved in the south and a watch kept for the attacks of
the Pictish tribes to the north. Except for fifty years when the
wall from the Forth to the Clyde was in existence, it was the
front line defence of a hundred miles of fortified territory with
Corstopitum (Corbridge) as its headquarters. Begun after the
conquests of Agricola in 80 A jx the major part was built during
the reign of Hadrian, whose name it bears. It was the work
of three legions, from Chester, York and Caerleon-on-Usk,
with the assistance of some of the British tribes. Following the
line of the country, making use of such natural defences as the
whin-sill crags, the Wall extended for seventy-three miles, its pro-
bable height being fifteen feet and its width seven feet six inches.
From the turrets and mile castles sentries kept watch, but
when the enemy was sighted, the legions would march out
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